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Hello fellow Bake Shop Friends.  I am so glad to be back at the Moda Bake Shop with another fun quilt tutorial 
to share with you.  I'm Melissa from Happy Quilting.  Last year I shared my Read With Me quilt on the Moda 
Bake Shop.  Then, Moda, shared their amazing Spell It With Moda letter patterns and I knew I needed to 
combine the two.   The result was ABC . . . Read With Me.  I hope you like it as much as I do ;) 
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1 Fat Quarter Bundle of LOL by Me and My Sister Designs 
3 3/4 Yards White Bella Solid 
1/2 Yard of Black Bella Solid 
5 Yards of Backing 
2 Yards of Fusible Webbing 
Spell it with Moda Fabric Pattern Book or Downloadable Pattern Sheets for each Letter 
 

 
STEP 1 - CUTTING 
From the White Bella Solid yardage cut : 
(8) 6 1/2" x Width of Fabric Strips 
(20) 2 1/2" x Width of Fabric Strips 
(3) 3" x 15" rectangles 
(3) 2 1/2" x 6" rectangles 
(3) 1 1/2" x 6" rectangles 
(6) 2 1/2" x 3 1/2" rectangles 
(24) 2 1/2" x 2 1/2" squares 
(27) 1 1/2" x 2 1/2" squares 

 
Now from your Fat Quarter Bundle, select 26 Fat Quarters that will be used for your letter blocks and books.   I 
choose an assortment of prints that tended to read one color.   Then select 4 additional Fat Quarters to be used 
for a scrappy binding.   The remaining 10 Fat Quarters can be stashed away for a future project ;)  Press the 26 
selected Fat Quarters taking care of those fold lines. 
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Stack up 3-4 Fat Quarters on your cutting table.  Using the grid lines on your cutting mat, trim the Fat Quarter 
on the top and bottom and right hand side so you are working with nice straight edges.  Take care when 
trimming the top and bottom to trim tight to the edge so that you have you still have 21" vertically to work with. 

 
Cut 2 Strips 2 1/2" x 21" to be used for the books.  Cut  2 Strips 1 1/2" x 21" and then subcut them  into (2) 1 
1/2" x 8 1/2" rectangles and (2) 1 1/2" x 12 1/2" rectangles to be used for the Alphabet Block Borders.  Set the 
remaining piece aside to be used for the alphabet blocks.  Repeat this for all 26 Fat Quarters. 
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Once you are done you will have (52) 2 1/2" x 21" strips.   You will need 51 Strips so set one strip aside with 
the rest of the Alphabet Block pieces. Subcut the 51 strips as follows. 
From (15) strips cut a 2 1/2" x 12 1/2" rectangle.  Put the scrap of the strip with the Alphabet Block pieces. 
From (18) strips cut a 2 1/2 x 11 1/2" rectangle.  Once again, put the scrap of the strip with the Alphabet Block 
pieces. 
From (9) strips cut the strip in half to create (18)  2 1/2" x 10 1/2" rectangles 
From (3) strips cut a 2 1/2" x 6 1/2" rectangle and a 2 1/2" x 12 1/2" rectangle.  Scrap the remaining piece.From 
(3) strips cut a 2 1/2" x 8 1/2" rectangle and a 2 1/2" x 12 1/2" rectangle. 
From (3) strips cut a 2 1/2" x 9 1/2" rectangle and a 2 1/2" x 11 1/2" rectangle. 
Sort all of the cut rectangles grouping by like sizes.  Set them aside. 

 
STEP 2 - MAKING THE ABC BLOCKS 
It's time to move on to making some blocks.  I like to make the ABC blocks first as they take a little time 
;)   For each block you will need to gather a 2 1/2" x WOF white strip and then the matching fabric (2) 1 1/2" x 
12 1/2" rectangles, the (2) 1 1/2" x 8 1/2" rectangles, and the matching Alphabet Scrap fabric you set aside. 
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Pull out your Spell it with Moda Fabric Book or Pattern sheet and start with A.   Cut the pieces needed 
according to the directions only reversing the Print and Background fabrics.   So the A is actually going to be 
made from the White background and the Background is made from the Print fabric. 

 
Once cut, group all of the pieces together for that particular letter and mark them with that letter so you can 
keep them straight. 
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I found it easier to take some time focusing on cutting and cut out all of the letter pieces first.   There are 19 
White strips so some of the letters you will be using leftovers from strips ;) 

 
Once you have all of the letters cut out, it is time to start piecing them.   I liked to piece 4-5 letters at a time 
chain stitching wherever I could.   Follow the directions in the booklet or print out to put the letter block 
together.   Once you have the letter block pieced, you will be ready to add the border to it.  The border makes it 
so the letter won't blend together :) 

 
Lay the matching 1 1/2" x 8 1/2" pieces along the top and bottom of the letter with right sides together.  Stitch a 
1/4" seam along the edge  Press the seam allowances towards the border. 
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Then place the 1 1/2" x 12" matching rectangles along the two sides of the letter with right sides 
together.  Again, stitch a 1/4" seam along the edge and then press towards the border.   If you are piecing 4-5 
letters at a time you can save some time chain piecing these borders on ;) 

 
You will end up with a unfinished 10 1/2" x 12 1/2" block that will finish in the border at 10" x 12" :) 
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Repeat this process until you have 26 bordered letters.   Aren't they so fun!!!   You can set them aside for the 
moment ;) 

 
STEP 3 - MAKING THE BOOK BLOCKS 
And with your ABC's done, you are ready to move onto making some books.  We will start by making each of 
the individual "books" for the blocks. 
ANGLED BOOKS 
First, we will make 3 "angled" books.   Gather the (3) 2 1/2" x 11 1/2" White rectangles.  Cut them in half 
diagonally.   Lay a 2 1/2" x 11 1/2" rectangle onto the long triangle centering with right sides together as shown 
below.  Stitch a 1/4" seam along the edge.  Press the seam allowance towards the print square.   Place the other 
White triangle along the remaining side of the Print rectangle centering with right sides together as shown 
below.  Stitch a 1/4" seam along the edge and press the seam allowance towards the print rectangle.   Repeat to 
make a total of 3 books ready for the first trimming. 

 
Trim  your 3 books along the top and bottom of the print rectangle to make an even edge top and bottom as 
shown below. 
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Place a 2 1/2" x 6" white rectangle along the top of the block centering with right sides together and a 1 1/2" x 
6" rectangle along the bottom of the block centering with right sides together as shown below.  Stitch a 1/4" 
seam along the edges and press toward the white rectangles.  Repeat for all 3 books. 

 
And now onto a final trimming. 
Using your ruler, align the left hand side of the block with the 4 1/2" marking on your ruler and the right hand 
side of the block with the edge of your ruler and the bottom right hand corner of the Book with the 12 1/4" mark 
on your ruler.  Trim the top of the block even with the top of your ruler. 
Now, rotate the block 180 degrees.  Once again, align the left hand side of the block with the 4 1/2" line on your 
ruler and the right hand side of the block with the edge of the ruler and align the bottom of the block with the 12 
1/2" line on your ruler.  Once again, trim the top of the block even with the top of your ruler. 
Repeat the trimming for all 3 blocks.   These angles blocks are now done and you can set them aside. 
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HORIZONTAL BOOKS 
And now, you are moving on to making the horizontally stacked books.  You will be making 3 sets of these 4 
books, for a total of 12 books ;)  Layout the Print rectangles and White rectangles as shown in the image 
below.  Place the white rectangles onto the ends of the print rectangles with right sides together.  Sew a 1/4" 
seam along the edge.  Press the seam allowances towards the print rectangles. 

 
If you were chain stitching you will have 3 books of each of the 4 sizes for a total of 12 books.  If you weren't 
chain stitching, repeat the above set 2 more times for a total of 3 sets.   Set these books aside for the moment. 
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FILLER BOOKS 
And lastly, it is time to make the books that fill up all the rest of the space. 
Place a 1 1/2" x 2 1/2" white rectangle onto a 2 1/2" x 11 1/2" rectangle with right sides together.  Stitch a 1/4" 
seam along the edge.  Chain stitch 18 sets.   Press the seam allowances towards the print rectangles. 
Place a 2 1/2" x 2 1/2" white square onto a 2 1/2" x 10 1/2" rectangle with right sides together.  Stitch a 1/4" 
seam along the edge.  Chain stitch 15 sets.  Press the seam allowances toward the print rectangles. 

 
Set the filler blocks aside, including the remaining 2 1/2" x 12 1/2" rectangles that will be used for filler books 
as well. 
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ANGLED BOOK BLOCK 
You will be making 3 Angled Book blocks for your 3 Angled Books.  Choose any 4 Filler Books and 1 Angled 
book and lay them out in any order you like, but just take care that the angled book is "leaning" up against a 
taller book, otherwise you will end up with a floating book ;) 

 
Place the second book onto the first with right sides together.  Stitch a 1/4" seam along the edge. 
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Then lay the third book onto the now sewn together first and second book with right sides together.  Stitch a 
1/4" along the edge. 

 
Continue in this fashion until you have sewn all of the books into a block.  Press the seam allowances in one 
direction. 
Repeat to make a total of 3 Angled Book Blocks 

 
HORIZONTAL BOOK BLOCK 
You will be making 3 Horizontal Book blocks for your 3 sets of Horizontal Books.  Choose any 4 Horizontal 
books and 2 Filler books and lay them out in any order you like.  You don't have to use 1 of each Horizontal 
book for each block, mix it up as you like :) 
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Using the same technique as the Angled Book Block, sew the book rows together one at a time until the 
Horizontal Book Block is sewn together.  Press the seam allowance in one direction. 
Repeat to make a total of 3 Horizontal Book Blocks. 

 
VERTICAL BOOK BLOCK 
You will be making 6 Vertical Book blocks to finish your book case.  Choose any 6 Filler books and  lay them 
out in any order you like.  Once again,  mix it up as you like :) 
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Again, using the same technique as the Angled Book Block, sew the book rows together one at a time until the 
Vertical Book Block is sewn together.  Press the seam allowance in one direction. 
Repeat to make a total of 6 Vertical Book Blocks. 

 
STEP 4 - MAKING THE QUILT TOP 
And now, with all of your ABC and Book Blocks done you are ready to put together your quilt top!!! 
MAKING THE ROWS 
Start by laying out 3 rows of 4 blocks.  I liked to have 1 Angled Block, 1 Horizontal Block, and 2 Vertical 
Blocks in each row but you can mix and match as you like. 
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Place the second block in the first row onto the first block with right sides together.   Sew a 1/4" seam along the 
edge.  Then place the third block in the row onto the now sewn together first and second block with right sides 
together and stitch a 1/4" seam along the edge.   And repeat for the fourth block. 

 
Press the seam allowances open.   Repeat for all 3 rows.  You should be looking something like this ;) 

 
MAKING THE SASHING 
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Take the (8) 6 1/2" x Width of Fabric strips and sew the end to end, removing the selvages and pressing the 
seam allowances to one side.   From the long strip, cut (4) 6 1/2" x 48 1/2" strips.   Lay them between the book 
rows as shown below. 

 
ADDING THE APPLIQUE 
Print out the Applique document at the end of this tutorial.  Using the letter templates, black Solid, and Fusible 
Web, cut out the letter appliques for Please Read With Me.  If you are new to appliqueing and need a bit more 
explanation on preparing applique, please see my Applique Basics Video tutorial that will walk you through the 
steps in detail ;)  Layout the applique on the two middle sashings as shown below. 

 
I like to use my ruler to make sure I am centering my applique on the strip.  Once it is centered, fuse the 
applique to the sashing. 
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Secure stitch the applique in place.  I like to use a blanket stitch to do this. 

 
ADDING THE SASHING 
Now you are ready to add the sashing to the quilt.  This is just like sewing the rows together only we are 
working horizontally.  Place the first sashing strip onto the first book row with right sides together and pin in 
place.  Sew a 1/4" seam along the edge.   Then place the second sashing strip onto the pieced top aligning and 
pinning the edge.  Sew a 1/4" seam along the pinned edge.   Continue adding row after row until all are sewn 
into one piece.   Press the seam allowances towards the sashing strips. 
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From the remains of your long White sashing strip, cut (2) 6 1/2" x 60 1/2" strips.   (you can cut exact or just 
measure it along the side of the quilt top)   Place the strips onto the sides of the top with right sides together and 
align and pin in place.  Sew a 1/4" seam along each pinned edge. 

 
Press the seam allowance towards the sashing strip ;)   Your top should now look a little something like this and 
you are almost done!!! 
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ADDING THE ABC BORDER 
It's time to pull out those ABC blocks you set aside.   Align 5 blocks along either side of each quilt and 8 blocks 
along the top and 8 blocks along the bottom of the quilt.   Play with the layout until you get a color plan that is 
pleasing to the eye. 

 
First you are going to sew the 2 side column's together.  This is just like sewing the rows of the quilt top 
together.  Use a 1/4" seam and sew each block at a time until all 5 are sewn together.  Press the seams in one 
direction. 

 
Now, you are ready to sew the top and bottom blocks into a row.  Once again, this is just like making the book 
blocks.  Use a 1/4" seam and sew each block at a time until all 8 are sewn together in a row.  Press the seams in 
one direction. 



12/13/2014 Original Recipe can be found at www.modabakeshop.com 
Recipes are sometimes altered to correct errors. Please ensure that you have downloaded the most recent Printer Friendly Version before starting 

your project. If you find a mistake in this pattern, please contact modabakeshop@unitednotions.com. 
This is an original pattern not intended for sale. 

 
And now, all you have to do is add the blocks just like you would a border. 

 
Place the 2 side columns onto the quilt sides with right sides together.  Align and pin them in place.  Sew a 1/4" 
seam along the edge.  Press the seam allowance towards the sashing.  Then repeat for the top and bottom, 
placing the top and bottom rows onto the quilt top with right sides together.  Align and pin them in place.  Sew 
a 1/4" seam along the edge.  Press the seam allowances towards the sashing. 
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STEP 5 - FINISHING THE QUILT 
And just like that, your quilt top is done!!!!  Now all you have to do is finish it up.  Time to Baste It, Quilt It, 
and Bind It.  I know, that is a whole lot crammed into one little sentence.  If you are new to finishing a quilt, 
you can see my Finishing Your Quilt Video Tutorial Series that will walk you through each of these three steps 
in detail. 

 

 
One adorable 80" x 84" ABC . . . Read With Me quilt.  This quilt is so much fun to make and is  just perfect for 
that special friend who loves to read, your children or grandchildren, a library or school.  The list goes on and 
on :) 

 
I hope you have enjoyed this tutorial and if you make your own ABC . . . Read with Me quilt I would love to 
see it.  You can email pictures  to me at happyquiltingmelissa@gmail.com or add them to my Flickr Group here 
;) 
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Have a Happy Quilting Day!!!! 
 
Melissa Corry 
{www.happyquiltingmelissa.com} 



 



 


